
The 9th Annual SEA Conference will be held February 27th and 28th, 2009 at the Hilton in Lisle, Illinois.  
This year we will have over 20 different speakers.  Please check back as many more speakers will be 
posted.  We will have speakers from all areas of art – visual, performing (theater, music, dance, acting), 
literary, and media.  We already have confirmed the following (please see full bio and session 
description below – these are listed alphabetically): 

Visual Arts:  Performing Arts:  Literary Arts:  Media Arts: 
Greg Katz  Jonathan Shanes  James Gartland  Laura Zinger 
Peggy Zalucha  Dionna Griffin-Irons  Kevin Luthardt  Tim Plum 
Justin Kosman  Janice Borla   Nancy Rosenfeld Andrew Snyder 
Steven Kozar  Jack Mouse      Stan Harrington 
Brian Dettmer  Catherine Whitney  Support Professionals:    
Lynn Basa  Herman Johansen  Gary Beckman 
   Theresa Brooks   Melissa Sallee 
   Diane Bulan   John Hughes 
   Margi Cole   Elizabeth Russell 
   E. Michael Harrington 
   Kim Scerine 
   
Speakers are subject to change.   

LYNN BASA, Visual Artist & Author 

Basa Projects, LLC 

www.lynnbasa.com / www.guidetopublicart.com 

Visual Artist and author has her work fabricated in mosaic, terrazzo, fiber and other materials for site-

specific installations at airports, hospitals, hotels and other public spaces.  She is the author of "The 

Artist's Guide to Public Art:  How to Find and Win Commissions" and teaches a course on public art 

professional practices in the Sculpture Department at SAIC.  She lives in Chicago and supports herself as 

a full-time artist. (www.lynnbasa.com and www.guidetopublicart.com) 

 

Session - Making the Leap to Public Art 

With nearly 500 public art agencies spending over $150 million annually to buy art, opportunities for 

artists abound. These opportunities exist completely outside of the usual gallery channels.  This session 

will show you where to find public art competitions and introduce you to the way the public art business 

works. The information covered will be determined primarily by the audience, so come prepared with 

questions. 

 

GARY BECKMAN, Founder of Arts Entrepreneurship Educator's Network 

Visiting Assistant Professor - University of South Carolina 

www.ae2n.net 

www.music.sc.edu/cilem 

Gary D. Beckman is a visiting professor at the University of South Carolina's School of Music and 

Research Associate for the School's Carlina Institute for Leadership and Engagement in Music. He holds a 

Ph.D. in musicology from The University of Texas at Austin. During his time at UT, Gary developed the 

nation's leading Arts Entrepreneurship curriculum and completed the first nation-wide sutdy of arts 



entrepreneurship education, funded by the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation. Gary is also the 

founder and editor of the Arts Entrepreneurship Educator's Network.  

 

Session: Non-Profit Arts Funding...and More! 

This session approaches non-profit arts funding from the perspective of those who support the arts: 

foundations, corporations, government and individuals. Far from being a "how to write a grant" 

workshop, we will examine how arts funding fits into American arts culture. By understanding how and 

why these funding streams operate as they do, students will gain broad perspective on how to develop a 

winning funding plan for their non-profit start-up. 

 

Matt Boresi – Playwright & Lyricist 

www.hilliardandboresi.com 

Matt Boresi is a playwright and lyricist whose recent work  DƻƛƴƎ 5ƻǿƴ {ǿƛƴƎƛƴΩ (with his 

composer, Peter Hilliard), a jazzy 1950’s take on Don Giovanni, was a critical smash with an 

extended run in the 2007 New York Musical Theatre Festival which Variety called “one of the festival’s 

most inventive musicals and one of it’s most successful”, Backstage called “subtle and insightful… a 

thoroughly scrumptious affair,” and of which Broadway Bullet raved “the best show of the festival… it 

works perfectly.”  DƻƛƴƎ 5ƻǿƴ {ǿƛƴƎƛƴΩ received the NYMF award for Best Ensemble Performance with 

a cast including Tony Nominee Marla Schaffel and a host of Broadway veterans. 

Boresi holds an MFA from the NYU Musical Theatre Writing Program and is currently a 

Theatre Instructor at North Central College in Naperville, IL (BA, ’97).  He received the Max Dreyfus 

Award from the ASCAP  foundation and is an Illinois Lincoln Laureate.  Boresi was an  outreach librettist 

for City Center/Encores!, a contributing   lyricist for the Lindemann Young Artist Development Program 

 at the Metropolitan Opera, and his new singing translation of "Quando M'en Vo'" was featured in Bronx 

Opera's  production of La Boheme.   Boresi is an acting and writing instructor for the North Central 

College Musical Theatre Workshop, the Music Institute of Chicago, and has conducted Master Classes 

and lectures at the Northwestern University School of Music, the Midwest Young Artists Summer 

Program, Columbia College, and Self-Employment in the Arts.  Matt gives his popular speeches on Time 

and Career Management to artists across the country and coaches audition technique privately in 

Chicago with his wife, Northwestern University professor Melissa Foster-Boresi. 

Boresi is currently workshopping Empty Plates, an opera based on Michael Hollinger's Off-Broadway 

Play An Empty Plate in the Cafe Du Grande Boeuf.  He is also working on musical version of A Schooling 

in Love, a teen comedy slated for production in 2009. 

Session:  Interactive Audition Workshop 

 

JANICE BORLA, Jazz Singer / Founder, Janice Borla Vocal Jazz Camp 

www.janiceborla.com 

Vocalist Janice Borla has made it her artistic mission to use her voice as a true jazz instrument. 



She regards herself as a "vocal instrumentalist," vocalizing instrumental jazz tunes by modern and 

contemporary jazz composers and participating in the improvisatory process as an equal member of the 

ensemble. Her recordings and performances have earned her consistently high praise for her beautiful 

sound, superb technique, adventurous repertoire and imaginative vocal improvisations. Janice’s CD 

Agents of Change, named "The #1 Jazz CD of the Year" by WBEZ-FM Chicago Public Radio.  

 

A recognized pioneer in vocal jazz education, Janice founded the Janice Borla Vocal Jazz Camp and “Hot 

Jazz – 6 Cool Nites” Concert Series, cited by Jazziz Magazine as “one of the most innovative and dynamic 

summer jazz educational programs in the country.” The annual summer event has been featured on 

“The News Hour with Jim Lehrer” (PBS), HDNET-TV, WGN-TV, WTTW Channel 11 Chicago and WBEZ-FM 

Chicago Public Radio’s “Performance Space.” Janice is currently Director of Vocal Jazz with the Jazz 

Studies Program at North Central College (Napervillle, Illinois). She has performed as guest artist and 

clinician at high schools, colleges and festivals throughout the U.S. Canada and Europe and has written 

articles on vocal jazz for the Jazz Educators Journal, the IAJE Illinois Unit Newsletter and Downbeat 

Magazine, including that magazine’s first vocal transcription and the first written by a woman. 

 

Session: The Artistic Life:  time and Space (Friday ONLY) 

A discussion regarding the tools, skills and space consideration for a productive life in the arts. 

 

THERESA BROOKS, Business Manager, Recording Engineer, Composer, etc. etc. 

Apocalypse Cow Productions 

www.callthecow.com 

Theresa Brooks is part of the collaborative group known as Apocalypse Cow Productions.  She manages 

the business, engineers recording sessions, composes, licenses music, manages the website, is the 

receptionist and accountant and can make a mea homemade pizza.  Theresa graduated from DePaul 

University with a degree in Music Business (part bassoon performance).  One of her partners in crime, 

Jeffrey Brooks, will also be available throughout the conference.  Jeffrey is the mixing engineer at 

Apocalypse Cow and has an MFA from UIC in electronic visualization (yes, completely unrelated to what 

he does now.) 

 

Session:  Licensing Music to film and television – That old song can make you money!  Get your musc 

placed in film and television productions, it’s quite easy.  We’ll go over the first steps you’ll need to 

know to get your music licensed, how to classify your music, decode contract jargon and learn the ways 

you’ll get paid. 

 

DIANE BULAN, Actress 

Diane Bulan is a professional actor working in theatre, films, industrials and in schools (through 

Kansas City Young Audiences).  She has recently been on the stages of the Great Plains Theatre, 

Metropolitan Ensemble Theatre, American Heartland Theatre, Seem to Be Players, and Theatre 

for Young America.  She has also performed numerous puppet shows for Piccadilly Productions and Paul 

Mesner Puppets.  On the technical side, Diane has helped light shows for Kansas City Repertory Theatre, 



AHT, and Actors Theatre of Kansas City.  She has also stage managed for Musical Theater Heritage, MET 

and TYA. 

 

Session:  The Roads Less Traveled:  Alternate Avenues in the Performing Arts 

Many people believe the only places for actors to find employment are in film in Hollywood and on the 

stages of New York and Chicago.  This is not so, it is possible for a creative and resourceful performing 

artist to earn a living without having the proverbial day job.  This presentation will explore job 

opportunities that many actors may no know about, from teaching artist work to standardized patient 

programs to interactive theatre. 

 

BRIAN DETTMER, Visual Artist 

Gallery websites:  www.ktfgallery.com / www.mitobcn.com / www.packergallery.com / 

www.toomey-tourrell.com 

Originally from Chicago and currently living in Atlanta, GA, he is a visual artist who is represented by 

Packer Schopf in Chicago, Kinz, Tillou + Feigen in New York, Toomey Tourell in San Francisco and Mito in 

Barcelona.  His work has been widely exhibited internationally and his bibliography includes The Village 

Voice, Vogue Italia, The New York Times, Time Out, Chicago Tribune and National Public Radio, among 

others. 
 

Sessions: 

How to get your Artwork in a Gallery - For this presentation Brian will discuss his path from showing his 

work during college, beginning to show at galleries around Chicago, to showing his work in museum 

shows, International fairs and being represented by several galleries at the same time.  He will discuss 

the dynamics of the gallery scene; the unspoken hierarch, the necessity to find the right niche for your 

own work and the relationship between a gallery and an artist. 

How to document your work - For this presentation Brian will discuss the importance of documenting 

your own artwork for your personal records, your portfolio, the internet and for self promotion.  He will 

discuss technical processes and personal tricks for capturing great images of your artwork, organizing 

and managing your own inventory of work, and documenting shows, events, and press. 

 

MARGI COLE, Artistic Director  

The Dance COLEctive 

www.dancecolective.com 

Margi Cole is currently a Lecturer and Associate Chair at the Dance Center of Columbia College as well as 

Artistic Director of her own company, The Dance COLEctive.  She has taught for organizations including 

the Alabama Ballet, the American College Dance Festival, Ballet Tennessee, and many schools, colleges 

and universities throughout the Midwest and Southeast.  In addition to teaching her work has been 

commissioned by many organizations including the Birmingham Museum of Art and The Alabaman 

Ballet.  Margi has danced with numerous well-know choreographers and companies including Ralph 

Lemon, Joe Goode Performance Group, and Stephen Koplowitz.  She has won numerous awards and is 

active in the Chicago dance community serving on grant panels and public forums as an arts 

administrator, dancer and choreographer. 



 

Session:  Artists as Entrepreneurs ς Recognizing, defining and refining entrepreneurship in the arts and 

the not-for-profit sector.  Do artists receive recognition for being entrepreneurial and why, or why not?  

Discussion will include development of a not-for-profit from a business perspective, while managing the 

artistic innovation of your organization.  How do you recognize opportunities, find funding, and have 

ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΚ  Iƻǿ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǿƻǊƪΧΦ 

 

Born in Chicago in 1958, Tony Fitzpatrick is a former prizefighter, poet, occasional movie actor 

and self-taught artist.  Currently, he lives and works in Chicago.  He is the founder of the 

World Tattoo Gallery which was open from 1990-94 and Big Cat Press.  His detailed drawings 

have been in children’s books, field guides, circus posters, tattoo designs, and folk art. 

 

His work is in the collections of the Art Institute of Chicago; the Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago; 

the Museum of Modern Art, New York; and the National Museum of American Art, Washington D.C. 

among others.   

 

Opening Keynote Session 

 

JAMES GARTLAND, Freelance Writer 

James Gartland is a corporate and creative freelance writer in Chicagoland with more than 30 years 

experience.  He survives, and sometimes flourishes, by providing corporate clients with A/V scripts, 

collateral material, jingles and consultation services in writing and marketing.  His "name" clients include 

Caterpillar, ReMax, Echo, Pepsi, Motorola and The Michael Jordan Foundation.  Outside of the corporate 

world, he has scripted two nationally distributed cable television shows (26 episodes), hundreds of song 

lyrics, four screenplays and numerous magazine articles.  He currently has three songs circulating 

around Nashville, two screenplays floating about Hollywood and many corporate deadlines to meet. 
 

Sessions: 

Starting & Running a Freelance Writing Business - Practical advice on starting and running a freelance 

writing business with emphasis on the non-creative aspects such as marketing, finances, taxes, 

insurance, deadlines, sales and dealing with corporate clients. 

Screenwriting Outside of Hollywood - Times have changed thanks to the internet and the proliferation 

of contests and independent producers.  You no longer have to live in Hollywood to make it in 

Hollywood.  With any luck, you'll have to spend time there (not bad duty), but you will not have to 

relocate.  We'll discuss story structure, formatting, submitting and optioning your first screenplay. 

 

DIOANNA GRIFFIN-IRONS, Director of Outreach & Diversity & alumna, The Second City 

The Second City 

www.secondcity.com 

Dionna heads the Second City Outreach & Diversity program providing scholarship, audition, education 

and performance opportunities to actors and improvisers of color.  In her 10+ years with the company, 

she is a proud Second City Detroit alumna, who has performed on the Chicago resident stages and 



produced numerous shows for the corporate division.  In 2002, Mrs. Griffin-Irons expanded the 

Outreach division by creating the first multi-cultural ensemble and instituting annual auditions and 

career resources for diverse talent.  She has been instrumental in identifying talent for the resident 

stages and various projects at The Second City.  Her solo work and work with artists can be found at 

www.dmgfreedom.org. 

 

Session:  Get Out of Your Head and Improvise your Life:  A workshop on discovering and negotiating 

your best asset ς YOU 

Second City alumna and Director of Outreach & Diversity, Dionna Griffin-Irons engages you in a 1 hour 

workshop that will get you to stop thinking about what you want to do with your art and career to 

taking action and improvising your life plan.  Using theatre games, improv exercises, excerpts from her 

one woman-show and valuable life lessons, Dionna teaches participants how to build on their best asset 

while increasing effective communication and active listening in their everyday lives.  From gaining self 

confidence and injecting a dose of humor, students will learn techniques and take-aways to start 

creating the art, building relationships and experiencing more freedom to be their best self. 

 

E. Michael Harrington 

E. Michael Harrington is a consultant in music copyright and intellectual property matters, a 

member of Leadership Music, Chair of the College Music Society’s Committee on Music 

Industry, on the Board of Directors of the Nashville Composers Association, Plagiary and 

several other organizations.  He has worked as consultant and expert witness in hundreds of music 

copyright matters involving director Steven Spielberg, producer Mark Burnett, the Dixie Chicks, and 

many others. 

Session:  The New Placements, Partnerships and Entrepreneur:  How State Farm, Bacardi, Apple and 

Red Bull Are Becoming Essential For Artists 

Great changes have taken place in the arts – the music and entertainment industry - in the past ten 
years – the digital transmission of music, film, video and other forms of intellectual property, new 
technology, new problems posed by outdated and unenforceable copyright law, P2P/torrenting, failed 
businesses and business models, media consolidation, federal and state legislation and common law 
effecting music and entertainment.  Yet there have been numerous successful new entrepreneurial 
artists, collectives and business models as well. 
 
As the more standard and traditional means of exposing artists to the world are dying and drying up (the 
54% decline in album sales since 2000, bankruptcies, media consolidation and more), some companies 
are finding great benefits in partnering their products and services with musicians and artists.  Recent 
examples of such innovative pairings include: 
 
the UK duo, Groove Armada, with rum maker, Bacardi 
the Black Keys  and Red Bull 
Los Felinos de la Noche with State Farm Insurance 
 
This presentation will discuss these new partnerships and placements, as well as new strategies and 
business models that are developing in 2009 that offer the potential for improved exposure for artists.  



Specific examples of recent right and wrong moves by artists will be demonstrated and new proposals 
and strategies to improve the plight of the self employed artist will be discussed.  
 

Session:  “Copyright Do’s, Don’ts, Myths & Maybes:  How Metallica, the Muppets, the Beatles and 

Louis Armstrong Are Helping and Hurting the Self Employed Artist”  Part 1 & Part 2 

Despite the fact that the first U. S. Copyright Act (1790) was entitled, “An Act For The Encouragement of 
Learning,” copyright & intellectual property (IP) are often stifling creativity and education for music 
students, faculty and administration.  Few understand the rationale for copyright, what copyright 
protects as well as how it protects a work and its creator, what is fair use and fewer understand or feel 
comfortable using copyrighted works.   The problems associated with copyright and IP include the 
following:  1. not fully understanding copyright and copyright protection, 2. failure to ask permission to 
use copy protected material, 3. asking permission (and paying) when it is not necessary, 4. receiving 
permission but doing more than what was asked, or failure to abide by the granted terms of permission, 
and 5. balancing the diverse demands of the public with the desires of creators, with the opposing 
forces of technology companies and entertainment (content) providers. 
  
Beginning with the reasons why copyright exists and how it is supposed to function, this presentation 

will demonstrate 1., why copyright succeeds and fails, and how it has changed in light of new 

technologies, litigation and common law, 2., describe the four principal reasons why copyright law is 

often inadequate and frequently unobserved. 3., outline some of the new problems that have surfaced, 

4., discuss the present solutions to the problems posed by the new technology, law, common law and 

consumer demand.  5., recommend more realistic and more daring solutions, as well as a glimpse of 

what new artistic and legal challenges will arise in 2009 and beyond. 

 

 

STAN HARRINGTON, frilmmaker 

Xristos productions, igfdb, stella adler theater 

www.xristosproductions.com, www.igfdb.com, www.tellaadler-la.com 

Born in Melbourne, Australia to Greek immigrant parents, Stan moved in 1994 to the US to 
pursue a career in the theatrical arts. Since 1996, from his artistic home at the Stella Adler Theater, Stan 
went on to become a prolific producer, writer and director of theatre. In 2003 he created Adler After Dark, 
which offers new writers rent free space*. 
 
In 2005, Stan's first feature, "Bred in the Bone", shot for a mere $5,000, won Best in Show, Best Actress 
and Best Screenplay at the Action On Film Festival: and Best Feature at the FAIF Festival at Mann's 
Chinese in Hollywood.To date, his most recent film, "The Craving Heart", another SAG feature shot for 
$8,500 and featuring Golden Globe winner, John Saxon, has amassed 23 nominations for 10 wins at its 
first two festivals. 
 
Since 2006 Stan has been a speaker at the NAB Conference in Las Vegas on Guerilla Filmmaking as 
well as many other conferences and oranizations including The Self Employment In The Arts (Chicago, 
Los Angeles) and Women In Film (Hollywood). 
In 2007, his book, "A Guerilla In the Midst" was published by The Sundance Media Group and released at 
the NAB Conference in April, 2007. 
 
Stan also created the International Guerilla Filmmaker Database (IGFdb.com) as a free service and 
resource to other Guerilla Filmmakers and to create a hub where Filmmakers and Festivals can connect. 

Session:  The Art of No Budget Filmmaking 

http://www.xristosproductions.com/
http://www.igfdb.com/
http://www.tellaadler-la.com/


 

 

HERMAN JOHANSEN, Actor (AEA, SAG, AFTRA) 

In Springfield, MO, Herman appeared in 25 productions as diverse as My Fair Lady, I'm Not 

Rappaport and American Buffalo. In Kansas City he has appeared in The Front Page, Omnium 

Gatherum, Fiddler on the Room, Death of a Salesman and Copenhagen. Recent appearences 

at the Great Plains Theatre and Black Hills Playhouse include Noises Off, Of Mice and Men, Harvey, 

Moon Over Buffalo and The Boys Next Door. Directing projects include Our Town, 24 Hour Plays and My 

Name is Rachel Corrie. Herman has been in numerous print ads, TV and radio commercials. 

 

Session:  Acting for Love and Money – Sure, it’s your art.  But it’s also a business.  Are you prepared for 

both?  To succeed in professional theatre you need (a) passion and love for what you do and (b) a 

marketing plan to sell your talent and yourself to prospective employers.  Learn to enjoy both 

challenges! 

 

GREG KATZ, Artist Success Strategist 

Artist Success Studio 

www.artistsuccessstudio.com 

Greg Katz is the muse of the Artist Success Studio.  He tirelessly works to change “Successful Artist” from 

an oxymoron to a declarative statement.  Greg serves as a model for artists to create successful and 

sustainable art businesses.  Over the past five years Greg has been coaching artists and inspiring them to 

experience their business as another work of art.  He’s masterful at emphasizing the artist’s strengths 

and transforming their challenges to creative nuance.  Greg is a nationally recognized textile artist, 

making each day toward success another day of creativity. 

 

Session:  Stand Out From the Crowd:  3 Keys to artist Success 

Becoming a successful artist takes more than talent.  It requires that you, the artist, emphasize what 

makes you unique in the art world.  Learn the three key elements that will show the world your unique 

message and how to forge ahead in creating a successful art business.  Standing out from the crowd is 

more than creating noticeable art; its about creating an artist persona and a recognizable brand. 

 

JUSTIN KOSMAN, Photographer 

www.justinkosman.com 

 

A professional photographer living in San Diego, Kosman roots himself in the world of digital media. 

With a focus on action sports, Kosman’s clients range from Red Bull, Vans, DC, ESPN, and Levi’s.  Kosman 

hails from Geneseo, IL and finished his Bachelor’s degree in English from North Central College in ’03 

before moving to Orange County later that year. From still photography to moving pictures, Kosman 

generates engaging media, which aligns brands and consumers in the urban youth retail market. 

I help sell surf clothes to a kid in Des Monies, Iowa. 

 

Session:  You Are The Product; Creating a value beyond your widgets. 



Value exists in the context of need.  

That need is your friend, 

That need is your future. 

They are the congregation, and you the preacher, 

Selling a lifetime of need. 

 

STEVEN KOZAR – Visual Artist / Painter 

www.stevenkozar.com 

 

Steven Kozar moved to rural Wisconsin in 1986 to begin full-time painting.  Steven painted exclusively in 

watercolor until 2000, when he began to use oil paint.  Currently, he uses both mediums.  He has 

exhibited his work extensively across the country including The Tampa Museum of Art in Florida and the 

Howard Mandville Gallery in Washington.  Over 175 original works can be found in corporate and 

private collections including Merrill Lynch Capital Markets, McDonald’s Corporation, Zurich Kemper-

Group, University of Wisconsin Hospital, and Michigan Bell. 

 

{ŜǎǎƛƻƴΥ ά L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ tƭŀƴ .Σ ōǳǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ tƭŀƴ !Ηέ  aŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ [ƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀƴ !Ǌǘƛǎǘ ς No 

Matter What 

Since 1986 Steven Kozar has been a full-time artist.  His remarkable photorealist paintings can be seen at 

www.stevenkozar.com.  Selling paintings through high-end galleries all the way to attending local art 

fairs, Kozar has done it all.  After achieving a reasonable amount of success – and a larger amount of 

disappointment – he is still going strong.  Combining real-life stories and wisdom with a healthy dose of 

humor, Kozar will share everything he can to help other artists avoid harmful mistakes, while 

encouraging the possibility of a professional art career. 

 

KEVIN LUTHARTDT – Author, Illustrator, Muralist 

www.kevinluthardt.com 

Kevin Luthardt is a published children’s author/illustrator, a painter, and muralist based in 

the Chicago area.  He is the author and/or illustrator of seven children’s picture books, 

including “Peep!”, “Larabee”, “Hats!”,  and  “The Vowel Family: a Tale of Lost Letters”.  His paintings are 

represented by Mars Gallery in Chicago, and his original illustrations are represented by Storyopolis in 

LA.  Kevin is also a muralist, creating large scale murals in schools and libraries around the Chicago area.  

He presents programs and workshops for students of all ages, visiting about 50 schools, libraries, and 

other venues each year.  Visit his website:  www.kevinluthardt.com.  

 

Session:  Picture Books, Stretched Canvas, and Brick Walls 

Kevin Luthardt will share with the attendees the creative journey he went through to become a self-

employed artist.  He will discuss his experience getting his first books published, he will talk about how 

he became a gallery represented painter, and he will share how he began creating large-scale murals.  

Kevin will also discuss the art of receiving rejection, diversifying your work, talking about your work in 

public, and more! 



JACK MOUSE, Drummer 

www.jackmouse.com 

Drummer Jack Mouse’s extensive background began when, upon graduating from college, he 

spent three years as featured soloist with the “Falconaires,” the official jazz ensemble of the 

U.S. Air Force Academy. He has performed with many outstanding jazz musicians such as Stan Kenton, 

Clark Terry, and Herb Ellis. As a member of the Janice Borla Group and Dan Haerle Trio, he can be heard 

on a variety of CDs. Jack’s multi-faceted career has been the subject of recent interviews in Modern 

Drummer and Jazz Improv magazines. In April 2005, he was a featured artist during the first online 

Virtual Percussion Festival presented at the University of Manitoba by the ALIVE Project (Accessible Live 

Internet Video Education.) Jack has presented clinics and workshops at jazz festivals, music conventions, 

colleges and high schools throughout the Unites States, and is now available to do clinics online through 

the ALIVE Project. He is a staff artist/clinician for Yamaha Drums, Sabian Cymbals, Aquarian Drum Heads 

and Vic Firth Drum Sticks. 

 

Session: The Artistic Life:  time and Space (Friday ONLY) 

A discussion regarding the tools, skills and space consideration for a productive life in the arts. 

 

TIMOTHY PLUM, Director 

Plum Productions 

www.Plum.TV 

 

Timothy Plum is the founder of Plum Productions, one of Chicago's leading video and flash production  

companies.  An alum of Columbia Film School and Second City Improvisation, he strives to bring an 

artistic vision, poetry and drama to his work.  Tim is a 20 year veteran of film and video, having worked 

behind the camera on hundreds of commercials, industrial programs, and feature films, as well as in 

front of the lens.  His work has been honored with 5 first place awards at national and international 

festivals.  His websites include www.plum.tv and www.timplum.com. 
 

Session - Being a Professional in a Creative Environment 

Hundreds of tips to help you now and throughout your career.  Areas covered include:  Professional 

attitude, working as part of a team, email do's and don'ts, writing winning proposals, when to fight for 

your ideas, and when to take a back seat; plenty of useful ideas to help you be a true "Professional." 

 

NANCY ROSENFELD, Literary Agent & Author 
AAA Books Unlimited 
www.aaabooksunlimited.com 
In 1993 Nancy founded AAA Books Unlimited, a literary agency with a national and 

international clientele in Deerfield, Illinois.  The agency represents a variety of genres, fiction and 
nonfiction.  Nancy also is a public speaker with extensive radio and television experience and the author 
of four books:  Unfinished Journey:  From Tyranny to Freedom, University Press of America, 1993; 
coauthor, Just As Much a Woman:  Your Personal Guide to Hysterectomy and Beyond, Prima Publishing, 
1999; coauthor, New Hope for People with Bipolar Disorder (Editions 1 and 2), Three Rivers Press / 



Random House, 2000 and 2007; and, coauthor, The Bipolar Relationship, Adams Media Corporation, pub 
date:  July 2009. 
 
Session ς Literary Field (Friday ONLY) 
Nancy will discuss how she entered the literary field, first as author then agent.  She also plans to talk 
about the role of a literary agent, the day-to-day operations; and some of the intricacies of working with 
authors, editors, and publishers. 
 

 
ELIZABETH RUSSELL, Arts Attorney 
Russell Law 
www.erklaw.com 
blog:  www.artslawyer.blogspot.com 

Russell Law represents individuals and businesses in the arts and entertainment industry. Elizabeth’s 

clients have included national music, art and design foundations; museums; authors; visual artists; 

filmmakers; musicians; and dramatists negotiating off-Broadway production agreements. One former 

client offers web-based technology, software and services for the music industry and independent 

musicians in all 50 states and 110 countries. Elizabeth earned her law degree from New York’s Pace 

University School of Law. She holds an undergraduate degree in music, has professional experience as 

an arts administrator and is remarkably fluent in “plain English.” 

Session:  Art Law For Everyone 
No matter what your artistic genre, you’re going to confront millions…OK, many…legal issues in 
connection with your business.  Discussing your website is a fantastic platform for sorting out the “big 
ticket” legal issues because they all pop up in connection with your online presence:  copyright, 
trademark, contracts and licensing.  You won’t become an expert in one hour, but you will learn to spot 
the issues and know what questions to ask.  And that’s a great start. 

 
Kim Scerine, On Broadway Dancers 
www.onbraodwaydancers.com 
Kim is the founder and director of the On Broadway Dancers.  Her troupe has performed over seas as 
well as at half time for the Bulls, ISU, Northwestern among others.  As a dancer Kim has studied with 
some of the finest teachers in the world including Gus Giordano, Frank Hatchett, Joel Hall, Claire 
Battaille, and the Lou Conte Dance Studio.  As a choreographer and teacher she has travelled all over the 
Midwest to set dances.   
Session:  TBD 
 

JONATHAN SHANES, Musician 
After a six year stint composing, producing and touring with the band Family of Souls, Jonathan earned 
his B.A. in Composition from Columbia College Chicago while working as one of the most sought after 
session keyboardists in town.  Since moving to Los Angeles in 2006, Jonathan has worked continuously 
as a composer, producer, arranger, orchestrator, copyist, performer and/or engineer.  Film and 
television projects include “The International” (Clive Owen), “One Missed Call” (Ed Burns), “John From 
Cincinnati” (David Milch), “Because I Said So” (Diane Keaton), “the Two Mrs. Kissels” (John Stamos), 
“Happiness Runs” (Adam Sherman), “Blackout” (Amber Tamblyn), “Anamorph” (Willem Dafoe), “Frank 
TV” (Frank Caliendo) and more.  Other projects include composing and producing the bilingual reggae 



album “Tocayo: Buena Gente,” and collaborations with songwriter and music supervisor David Donohue, 
songwriter and vocalist Beth Hirsch, and many, many more. 
 
Session:  Making a Living as a musician, songwriter, and composer ς In this session, Jonathan will 
discuss general principles of making a living in the music industry, with an emphasis on film and 
television scoring.  Attendees will then collaborate to create a (brief) score to picture to illustrate the 
process. 
 

ANDREW SNYDER, Creative Director 
Andrew Snyder Catalyst, LTD. 
www.snydercatalyst.com 
 
Session:  TBA 

 
CATHERINE WHITNEY, Jazz Singer / Composer, Lyricist 
Catherine is published by Second Floor Music in New York and also a lyricist for Freddie Hubbard of 
Hubtones. She sings in the vo-cool style. Jerry Brown and Gloria Cooper have recorded her work. Her 
lyrics with Curtis Fuller, Rogers Grant, and Milton Sealey are featured in the Hal Leonard print 
publication, Sing JAZZ! Leadsheets for 76 Jazz Vocals, and Jazz Phrasing, A Workshop for the Jazz 
Vocalist. 
 
She has performed with many great Chicago jazz legends including Von Freeman, John Young, Jodie 
Christian, John Bany, Richie Cole, Robert Shy, and the list goes on. Catherine Whitney is also a BMI 
affiliated writer. 
 
Session: Catherine will be on panel with E. Michael Harrington 
 
 

PEGGY FLORA ZALUCHA, Visual Artist 
Zalucha Stuidos, llc 
www.emill.com 
 

Peggy Flora Zalucha has been an artist all of her life.  All of the jobs she has had were art related.  She is 
currently a working studio artist as well as owner of a business that specializes in creating web sites for 
artists, in graphic design and in producing murals for business and public places.  Her paintings are water 
media on paper or board.  She is a signature member of the National Watercolor Society,   American 
Watercolor Society, Wisconsin Visual Artists and many others.  Zalucha teaches and exhibits nationally 
and internationally. 
 

Session:  Setting a goal and playing the game – Visual Artist, Peggy Flora Zalucha will talk about the 
development of her career from a rural art teacher to owner of a graphic design studio that specializes 
in creating art for health care environments.  Along the way, she will talk about goal setting and fitting 
into the world of art as a business person.  Intertwined in the presentation will be quotes from many 
well known artists who responded when she asked them “What advice would you give to an artist 
starting out on a career path.”  Peggy is an upbeat speaker who will be sharing her insights as well as 
those of many others. 
 

LAURA ZINGER, Director / Producer 



Brown Finch Films 
www.brownfinchfilms.com 
Co-founder of Brown Finch Films, Laura Zinger directed and produced Proceed and Be Bold! She has 
produced several documentaries and television shows as an Associate Producer at Naperville 
Community Television, Channel 17 and has taught filmmaking courses at Studio D and the College of 
DuPage. Laura has also worked at several companies including Pretty Pictures, a small production 
company which was acquired by Universal Studios, MGM Studios, and MOJO, a post-production trailer 
house. 
Sessions: 
5ƻƴΩǘ /ƻǳƴǘ ¢ƘƻǎŜ /ƘƛŎƪŜƴǎ ¸ŜǘΥ  ²Ƙŀǘ ȅƻu Should Be Doing Before the Money Comes Rolling In 
Everyone’s dream is to not only make art, but to make a living from their art. But what do you do in the 

meantime, before the money starts rolling in?  

This session will discuss the beginning steps of turning your art into a profitable venture as well as what 

to do with yourself and your art before you make a profit. 

Documentarian and Speaker, Laura Zinger, will share her real life experiences with making, marketing, 

and selling her first feature length documentary feature, Proceed and Be Bold!  

Laura Zinger will discuss everything from how she got from point A to point B, low budget living, the 

extreme importance of networking for artists, and why you should do what you love.  

Hollywood is Dead ς The Net Rules:  Get your Video/Art Online and Seen 
Why go online? The age-old Hollywood model for movies and documentaries is being challenged in a 

way never seen before. In today’s market, the Net Rules.  

Having an online presence will not only make an artists’ work instantly accessible, but with a basic 

website and paypal account, anyone can start selling their artwork online.  

In this session, artists will learn the importance and how-to of creating an online presence for their 

art/independent films.  

 

 


